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The Temple of The Living God 


Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple in John chapter 2, was one 
more cycle in an ongoing pattern- it simultaneously pointed 

backwards to Israel’s unfaithfulness as God’s chosen 
people, but also pointed forward to Jesus fulfillment as the 
final Temple.  Through His death and resurrection He is now 
the final, perfect Temple.  His sacrifice accomplished what 
no building made of stone ever could, and through Christ 

God not only made a way to dwell among His people, but to 
dwell in His people. 


Paul tells us that we are now God’s Holy Temple.  
Individually and corporately we are the dwelling place of 

God’s Spirit on earth.


But what does this really mean? Have you seriously 
considered the reality that you are now the dwelling place of 

the Creator of the Universe?  That His Holy Spirit resides 
within you?


We would invite you to think, pray and study on this awe 
inspiring reality as we reflect on the history and significance  

of the Temple, as revealed  throughout the pages of the 
Bible, in order to better understand what it truly means for 

us to be the Temple the Living God. 




The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 1 

The Edenic Temple 

Read- Genesis 1-3

(You are also encouraged to watch a short video on the 
Temple by the Bible Project at: 
bibleproject.com/explore/video/temple) 

Study 
• What is the purpose of a Temple?


• In what ways was the Garden of Eden a Temple?


• How and why was the Garden of Eden destroyed?


Reflect

• What does the Creation story reveal about who God is?

• Why did God create Adam and Eve?

• How are we different from the rest of Creation?

• What was God’s original intent for humanity?

• What was the essence of Satan’s lie?


https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/temple//


Apply 
• Who do you believe God is?


• Who do you believe you are?


• In what ways do you still fall for Satan’s lie?


• In what areas have you rejected God’s authority in your 
life?


Pray

• Praise God, Elohim (the Mighty One),  for His  power,  and 

the wonder and beauty of His creation.


• Pray that God would allow you to see yourself as He sees 
you.


• Confess the ways in which you have rejected God’s 
authority over your life. 



The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 2 

the Tabernacle Built, the temple promised 

Read- Exodus 25:1-8; 2 Samuel 7


Fast forward to the Exodus Story.  God’s people, His image 
bearers, have been freed from bondage in Egypt.  As they 
wander in the desert, God commands His people to build 
Him a “Sanctuary”, a “Tabernacle.” The Tabernacle was 
literally a tent that was to be God’s dwelling place on earth,  
so that He could reside among His people. (Almost like 
Eden!) Eventually, when God’s people came into the 
Promised Land, God commanded David’s son Solomon to 
build a permanent Temple, which would now be God’s 
dwelling place on earth. 

Study  (2 Samuel 7)


• Is God bothered that He does not have a Temple? Why or 
why not?


• What is God’s point of reminding David of God’s hand on 
his life (vs 8-9)? Read 1 Samual 16:13. Is it possible that 
God is not concerned about a Temple made with hands 
because David himself is a temple? 



Reflect


• In what ways was David a temple to the Lord?


• How many times does David refer to himself as servant?  
Why respond in this manner instead of referring to himself 
as King?


• What is David’s response to God’s promised blessing?
Where does he go? What does he say?


Apply 

• What promises has God made you? How have you 
responded to them?


• Vs 14-15 speak of the relationship between a father and 
son and discipline. In what areas of life have you/are you 
experiencing the Lord’s discipline?  How have you/are 
you responding?


Pray 
• There is something very powerful in praying Scripture.  

Put yourself in David’s place and make 2 Samuel 7:18-29- 
your prayer to God. 




The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 3 

The Temple Dedicated 

Read  I Kings 8:1-53


To David the promise was made, and by his son Solomon, 
the promise was fulfilled.  In God’s timing, a Temple of 
stone, a permanent structure to replace the temporary tent 
was built in the Holy City, Jerusalem.  In I Kings 8 the Temple 
is completed, and Solomon with all the priests and elders of 
Israel dedicated the newly completed Temple to the Lord of 
Hosts.  

Study 
• What is the final object to be brought into the Temple?  

What is its significance?


• What is the visible manifestation of God’s glory filling the 
Temple?  Where else in the Bible do we see echoes of 
this? (Spoiler Alert!)


• Read Solomon’s prayer of dedication (vs. 22-53) What are 
all the reasons God’s people were to “go to the Temple”? 
What functions did the Temple serve? 



• In what ways was the Temple a recreation of Eden?

(Read 2 Chronicles 3 & 4 for a more complete description of 
the Temple) 

Reflection 

• The beginning of Solomon’s prayer (vs 27-30) addresses 
God as someone who will not “dwell” in the Temple, but 
whose “Name” will dwell there.  What does Solomon’s 
prayer tell you about how he viewed God and how he 
thought about the Temple?


• How does this compare with the way you think about 
God?


• How does this inform or shape the way you think about 
and approach worship?


Apply/Pray


• Solomon made it clear that the Temple, among other 
things, was a place of confession and repentance. At least 
six different times in this chapter, Solomon talks about 
confession of sin, repentance, and the Lord’s forgiveness. 
You can’t read about the Temple and not confront your 
own sinfulness! What is the sin in your life, that needs to 
be dealt with?


• Spend some time in thoughtful confession and 
repentance of your sin.  Consider writing out your prayer.  



The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 4 

The Temple Desecrated and Destroyed 

Read - Ezekiel 8-11, 2 Chronicles 36:15-21


God built His Temple, His Holy dwelling place, in Jerusalem.  
There He was to be with His people, like He was with Adam 
and Eve in Eden. However, just like in Eden, God’s people 
rejected His rule and authority.  Time and again, they turned 
away to the worship of false and evil gods. (For more details 
of how bad it was read 2 Chronicles 22-23:27)  Time and 
time again, God disciplined His children and they returned to 
Him, only to again fall away until ultimately God sends His 
people into exile and the Temple structure is destroyed. 

Study


• What were the sins of the Israelites? Why did God bring 
judgement? (11:12)


• What was the fundamental flaw of the Israelites. ( 8:12, 
9:9)


• Look at the end of chapter 11- in the midst of horrendous 
judgement, what is the promise that is given? 



Reflect 

• What does this passage tell us about the character of 
God?  How do we reconcile these scenes of violence and 
destruction with God’s perfect Love?  Is Love 
incompatible with anger and wrath?


• In  Ezekiel 11:16 God promises that He will be “a 
Sanctuary to them”- That is Temple language.  The 
Temple was God’s “sanctuary,”how now can God be a 
sanctuary to Israel, if His Temple has been destroyed?  
What does this tell us about the true nature of God’s 
sanctuary?


Apply 

• In what ways have you followed in the sins of the 
Israelites?  In what ways have you believed or acted as if 
“God does not see?”


Pray


• Take some time to read and pray through Psalm 51


• Write down the ways you have experienced God’s 
forgiveness, healing and restoration. Spend time in praise 
and thanksgiving for His faithful love.  



The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 5 

The Temple Rebuilt  

Read- Ezra 3:8-13,  6:13-22, Malachi 1:6-14


Through years of exile God remained faithful to His people, 
and a remnant under the leadership of Zerubbabel returned 
to Jerusalem and rebuilt the Temple. This Temple is much 
smaller and less impressive than Solomon’s Temple, yet 
despite this most of Israel celebrates and rejoices at God’s 
renewed Covenant promises, assuming that this was the 
evidence of the fulfillment of the promises of restoration 
given through the Prophets.  However, the Old Testament 
ends with God’s rejection of this Temple and the promise left 
unfilled.  

Study


• Why was the older generation sad at the beginning of 
construction of the new temple? (Ezra 3:12-13)


• How do you think God felt about this smaller, less 
impressive Temple?


• Read Haggai 2:1-9 to see how God really felt about the 
rebuilt Temple?  What can you learn from this passage?




• According to Malachi what was wrong with the New 
Temple?  Why did God reject it? 

Reflect


• What lesson is to be learned from these passages?


• What does this tell us about true worship?  What really 
matters to God?


Apply

• What “spotted Lambs” have you offered to the Lord?

Where are you bringing God less than your best?


• Where do you need an attitude correction? What things of 
the Lord have you treated with “contempt?”


• What changes might you need to make in order to 
worship the Lord with the reverence and honor He 
desires? 

Pray

• Ask forgiveness for any areas or issues that you have felt 

convicted about through the study of this lesson.


• Spend some focused time in heartfelt worship  Praise 
God for who He is and how you have seen Him at work in 
your life. 



The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 6 

The Temple Perfected 

Read John 1:14-18,  2:13-22,  Colossians 1:19

	 Hebrews 9 


Eden, the Tabernacle, and the Temple were all just shadows 
of the greater reality to come according to the authors of 
Scripture. (Cf Hebrews 8:3-6). Jesus Himself revealed this 
truth in John chapter 2.  He is the true Temple.  It is in Jesus 
that “all the fullness of God dwells,” not in a building made 
of stone. Jesus is the glory of God in human flesh, the one in 
whom God has finally and fully pitched His tent! 

Study


• John 1:14 literally reads “The Word became flesh and 
pitched His tent among us.” What is John trying to 
convey to us?


• Why was Jesus so angry at the merchants in the Temple?  
How has what you have learned about the Temple 
influenced your understanding of this passage? (You may 
want to go back and reread I Kings 8:41-43)


• What do you think Hebrews 9:11 means?- What was the 
“greater and more perfect tabernacle?” 



Reflect 
• The Jewish people had to go the Temple to meet with 

God, to worship God, to talk with God, but if there is no 
more physical Temple, if Jesus is now the Temple of God, 
what implications does that have for us?


• Think about all the things that occurred in the Temple, 
how is Jesus the fulfillment of all of them according to the 
author of Hebrews?


• Read Isaiah 7:14,  the prophet says that the coming 
Messiah will be called “Immanuel,” which means “God 
with us.”  Does this take on new meaning in light of what 
you have learned?  How so? 

Apply


• Jesus said in John 14:6,  I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, NO ONE comes to the Father EXCEPT through me. 
On what basis are you trying to approach God? Anyway 
other than through  Jesus is dead end. If you have not 
surrendered your life to Him, today is the day!


• Think of aspects of your life that Jesus may want to clean 
up or change. Will you welcome Jesus into those areas, 
or do you question His right to intrude?


Pray


• Express your openness to Jesus’ authority in your life and 
your heart.


• Praise Jesus for the sacrifice paid on your behalf, and the 
access we have to the Father through Him.




The Temple of the Living God 
Prayer and Study Guide Day 7 

The Temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Read- Acts 2:1-4; I Corinthians 3:16-17, 6:19-20; 

Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:27


The shadows of the Temple emerge into the reality of the 
New Testament in three ways. Two big ones, and one small 
one.  The first big reality is Jesus Christ Himself as the 
ultimate, perfect Temple.  The second big reality is that the 
Church of Jesus Christ is also the Temple;  it is the meeting 
place between God and sinners, it is the visible 
manifestation of God’s dwelling place on earth.  And finally, 
in a small way, Scripture tells us that we ourselves are now 
the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  It is to these last two realities 
that we now want to turn our attention. What does it really 
mean that we as followers of Jesus, individually and 
corporately, now constitute the Temple of God? What 
implications might this have if we take it seriously? 

Study


• The Bible could simply say God’s Spirit lives in you 
without saying you are a temple.  Why do you think the 
Bible uses the word “temple?”


• What do the events in Acts 2 remind you of?  What is the 
significance of what is happening?




Reflect 

• How often do you think about the fact that you are a 
temple of God? If you were to think about this more often, 
how would it affect your attitude, words and actions?


• Think about all the different things that happened at the 
temple and its different functions.  How well do your fulfill 
the role of the Temple in your own life?


Apply

• How well have you been caring for your Temple?


• What is one way you can better care for your temple? 
(What is one change you will make in your thoughts, 
words or deeds?)


• Where are you fulfilling the roles of the Temple in your 
own life and where are you failing?  What might need to 
change?  What shouldn’t change? 

Pray 
• Take some time to meditate and pray on what an amazing 

thing it is to be a temple of the Holy Spirit.


• Prayerfully, ask God to make you aware that He dwells in 
you. Thank Him for His presence and love.





